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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Maeda et al. 
('498). 

Claim 1 

Maeda et al. ('498) discloses an illumination optical system (Fig. 1, Ref. 3) which 
illuminates light to an object under inspection (Fig. 1, Ref. 1); a detection optical system (Fig. 1, 
Ref. 12a) which detects light reflected from said object and converts the detected light into an 
image signal (Fig. 1, Ref. 15a); a spatial filter (Fig. 1, Ref. 38) which is provided in said 
detection optical system to selectively shield diffracted light pattern coming from a circuit 
pattern existing on the object by combining light-shielding points of minute dots state (Col. 8, 
lines 12-33); an arithmetic processing system (Fig. 1, Ref. 20) which processes the image signal 
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detected by said detection optical system (Fig. 1, Ref. 12a); and a monitor (Fig. 23, Ref. 27a) 
which observes foreign matters/defects based on a signal processed by said arithmetic processing 
system. 
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Claim 2 

Maeda et al. ('498) discloses a stage which mounts said object under inspection and 
moves said object in a three-dimensional direction (Fig. 1, Ref. 2). 
Claim 14 

Maeda et al. ('498) discloses illuminating light (Fig. 1, Ref. 3) on an object under 
inspection (Fig. 1, Ref. 1); detecting light reflected (Fig. 1, Ref. 12a) from said object (Fig. 1, 
Ref. 1) and converting the detected light into an image signal by a detection optical system (Col. 
7, lines 30-50); selectively shielding (Fig. 1, Ref. 10a) diffracted light coming from a circuit 
pattern existed on the object in the detection optical system (Col. 8, lines 12-33); arithmetically 
processing (Fig. 1, Ref. 20) the image signal detected by said detection optical system; and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/722,53 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2877 

observing foreign matters/defects based on a signal derived from said arithmetic processing by a 
monitor (Fig. 23, Ref. 27a). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 7-9, 1 1 , 1 3 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

5. Claims 3-6, 10, 12, 15-17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 7, the prior art fails to disclose or make obvious an inspection apparatus 

having a detection optical system comprises a Fourier transform lens which Fourier transforms 
diffracted light coming from said circuit pattern of said object, and an inverse Fourier transform 
lens which inverse Fourier transforms light coming through said spatial filter, and in combination 
with the other recited limitations of claim 7. Claims 8-9, 1 1, 13 are allowed by the virtue of 
dependency on the allowed claim 7. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Stafira whose telephone number is 571-272-2430. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 4/10 Schedule Mon.-Thurs.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Toatley can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 77. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 



system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 
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